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This term, meaning “submission to God.” is the name of the religion founded by Muhammad (CE 570-632), who. beginning
when he was about forty years old, received revelations he recorded for twenty-two years. These now constitute the sacred
book of Islam that, for some time now, has been standard practice to call the Quran (though it is still sometimes called the
Koran or Qurén). Also, the hadith, ie. reports of the deeds and sayings of the Prophet as recounted by his companions. were
compiled, and. by the beginning of the tenth century CE. various collections had been produced. Six of these are known as the
The Six Genuine Ones, on account of their being regarded as especially authoritative in conveying the Sunna or model
pattems of behavior

The Islamic faith is characterized by monotheism. Besides the enormous influence of Muhammad himself, Islam shows
influences from various religious traditions. Notable among these are Judaism and Christianity, from which Islam has inherited
the notion that we must be resurrected with ‘lving bodies of flesh.” and accepted such indiiduals as Adam, Noah, Abraham,
Moses. and Jesus as prophets who prepared the way for Muhammad.

The basic tenets or requirements of Islam are called the Five Pilars of Islam. The crucial one is the Shahadah, from shahida,
i.e. to observe, to witness, to testify. as well as perceing and testifying, which is the afirmation that Allah is the only God and
Muhammad is the messenger of God. The remaining four Pillars are the Salah, i.e. the five daily ritual prayers; the Zakah or
giving of alms: the Sawm, i.e. fasting during the month of Ramadan: and the Hajj or the pilgrimage to Mecca at least once in a
Ifetime
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The Arabic word for ‘submission’ to the will of God
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Islam

The term 'lslam’ means submission, and a ‘Muslim’ is
one who submits. One submits to the will of God, of
Allah, which..

Islam

The religion established by the Prophet Muhammad
following divine revelations beginning in 610. The name
means submission (to the will of...

Islam
noun 1. the religion of the Muslim s, which teaches

that individuals. societies and governments should all
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The practice of Islam proceeds frem Muhammad's saying that Islam is to believe in God and the Prophet, to ssy the
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presaibed prayers, o give alms, to observe the feast of Ramadan, and to make the pilgrimage to Mecca, The duties of
Islam's ingly includs daily of faith, five prayers facing in the dirsction of Meccs sach day,

fasting during the month of Ramadan, one pilgrimage to the holy city of Mecca (from which Muhammad was expelled and
had to flee to Medina when he first tied to free Mecca from its idols), and payment of a tax. Disp I ays a rticl es from yo u r
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Neoplatonism
In & namow sense. this term denctes the period of
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the Kharijites, who held jihad to be one of the Pillars of Faith, Muslim schools have downplayed it for a variety of ressons,
from the need to consclidate the Community of the Faith to the need to coexist with other groups.
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the rele of women in modern Islamic societies.

Some African-American thinkers have been associated or in dislogue with Islam through the Nation of lzlam, a sect also
known as the Black Musiimz of Amercs. The original sect advocated anti-white and separatist doctrines. |t changed
significantly upon the death of its founder, Elijah Muhammad in 1875, Mest of its members, guided by Muhammad's son,
Wallace, formed the orthodox group named Amercan Muslim Mizsion in Chicageo. A dissident faction, led by Louis

Famakhan, retains the name Mation of Islam as well as the original doctrines.
See also: Arabic philosophy; Arsistotelianism; Meoplatonism
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